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Leaf Newsletter 
Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc.  2017  

February 2023 - Edition #38 

  “Just Keep on Planting”  

                                   
   

 February President’s Message 
Welcome to February as the days get 
better, if there is a better, in Florida in 
our winter.  Days get longer, still a bit of 
cool to enjoy, but more bright lovely 
warm days for the pool and beach.  We 

get plants of tomatoes and peppers ready to plant the 
end of the month as they need warm days and nights 
to produce as they should.  In the community forest 
garden, we are still planting cool weather plantings of 
carrots, greens and lettuces. Little Gem a small version 
of romaine is easy to grow and stores well. 

 
Please save the date of MARCH 18th on your calendar 
for our spring Plant Sale.  Start plants, flowering, 
cuttings, vegetables now so they will be good size by 
then.  Look at what is in your garden that could use a 
thinning. Get it potted up, and looking good to bring 
on March 17th for prep day.  We need the help of all 
members and volunteers to make the sale a success! It 
is our biggest fund raiser. 

 
Deputy Merry gave a very informative presentation on 
the types of fraud being seen in our local area. Thank 
you, Jeanette Doyle, for organizing his presentation 

 
Since the Club’s origin in 2017, we have added a 
$100.00 line for a scholarship to be given to a student 
at East Bay or Lennard High Schools who plans to 
enroll in a horticultural or environmental degree.  This 
year we plan to give 2 - $500.00 scholarships.  Raleigh 
Barnes has developed the application and it is being 
sent to the school’s counselors to distribute.  We want 
to present the scholarships by April or May. 

 
At the membership meeting on February 21st, we have 
a great speaker who knows a lot about landscaping to 
attract our pollinators. Vicki Kruse is a Master 

Gardener and an active gardener 
and member of the lovely Vista 
Community Gardens in 
Carrollwood.  I have heard her 
speak and you can bring all your many questions for 
her.  Remember the Business meeting is at 6:30 PM, 
preceding the presentation.   

 
We will be voting on the By Law’s change as noted in 
your January Newsletter: “The Board is proposing one 
change to the By Laws.  This change is up for comment 
until it can be voted on by membership at the February 
21st meeting. 

            Under Article II, Section II 
The annual meeting will be held in September 
(currently says May) at which time new officers will be 
installed and annual dues are payable, 
Rationale:  Having both club dues and community 
forest garden lease fees due at the same time in 
September makes it more convenient for the member 
in writing one check instead of two.  Also assists the 
treasurer to process dues & lease fees in one month 
before the new budget is prepared. 

 
We are looking to take a field trip to Hollis Gardens, 
Lakeland and big plant sale on Saturday, February 25th, 
9 -3.  Free, bring back a plant, & can car-pool.  If 
interested in going let Chris Deno, Jeanette Doyle, 
Tammy Kennedy or I know for planning purposes.  

 
A special welcome to new garden and club members 
Nan Majors, My Vlasty, Linda Arias and Dorothy Leo.  
We are pleased to have you to learn from and share 
what we know. 

 
See you all, and bring a friend, at the next meeting and 
at the community forest garden.  Paula 

       Paula Olesen 813 512-1389 



Page 2 of 14 

 

ABGC Garden Coordinator  
Tammy Kennedy  
We had our first Garden tour, 
Saturday January 21st.  7 new 
people attended and 2 members.  
2 of the 7 joined and rented one 
of our last beds.   Our workdays 

are Tuesday and Saturday mornings from 9-12:00.  
These are the times we learn from each other and 
grow the future of our garden.   If you are new to 
the garden and have not attended the tour, your 
membership requires a tour with the coordinator 
or the monthly tour on the third Saturday of the 
month.  There are a lot of things that have been 
changing and it is important that everyone catches 
up and understands so that we are all on the same 
page.   
*DO NOT PRUNE ANYTHING UNTIL MARCH!! We 
have had a little more cold than normal and 
although the dead leaves aren’t pretty, they help 
protect the plants from another cold snap or even 
just colder nights and dew.  If we prune and the 
plant starts to shoot out new growth it may not 
have the energy to save itself.   
Our Spring Plant sale is scheduled for Saturday 
March 18th from 8-1.   Mark your calendars, we 
need everyone’s help to make this a success. 
Please start seedlings/ starters, etc. to contribute 
for the sale.  Let us know what you have started so 
we can coordinate what is for sale, leave a note or 
send an email/text to me, 
tammy.kennedy2@gmail.com.  

Paula and I have completed a grant application to 
Riverview Garden Club.  If we are awarded the 
grant, we will use it to complete all beds with 
timers and irrigation that will stay with the beds 
even if the lessee changes and moves on.   

 
Tasks for February 

*We have almost finished moving all the mulch 
to rework the dumping area for ease of the tree 
companies.! Please move any remaining mulch to 
the garden where you see any low areas or 
outside the fence along the parking lot and 

sidewalk.  If you don’t see anywhere in or around 
the garden, Place mulch in the community center 
beds.   
*There is a new Reacher and gloves in the shed for 
trash pickup!  Yes, I said trash pickup.  There 
seems to be more garbage along the mulch pile 
end of the garden these days.  Please help pick up 
inside and outside the garden to help increase the 
beauty of the garden and remove any plastic, etc. 
from the garden and discard in the dumpster.   
* Weed all areas.  Currently the baseball side of 
the fence could use some weeding so we can 
maintain the rest with the weed eater. 
* Blow off all sidewalk areas when done with any 
work you are doing.  It looks nice for things to 
always be picked up and we never know when a 
tour or guests may be visiting the garden.  
*There is some concrete edging that has been 
donated.  We would like to put them around the 
elm tree at the parking lot (where single garbage 
can is).  That area is dry and could use a little 
beautification.  
*The drainage hose from the sink has become 
buried in the banana circle mulching.  It needs to 
be uncovered and lie atop the composting.  Jim 
our faithful volunteer will be working on this for 
us.  He did an amazing job uncovering the water 
shut offs and I know he will take this project on 
with amazing results.   
*The water shut offs have become covered again 
and need to occasionally be opened so we can 
always access them if needed.  

*Please make sure you sign in when you come to 
the garden, (YES this is a repeat from last month 
but only 1 new person has followed through).   
The sign in/out sheet is in the white notebook on 
the white shelf (If for some reason the notebook is 
not there use the clip board) in the shed.  It is 
important we track volunteer hours, as well as 
knowing who is coming and going, we also need 
those statistics when applying for grants.     

mailto:tammy.kennedy2@gmail.com


Page 3 of 14 

 

Sam Goodwin – the Beekeeper  

& Webmaster  https://apollobeachgardenclub.com 
 
 

Honeybee  
Dislikes and Issues.  

In the past I’ve talked about what bees do, 
like, and need to perform their vital support to 
our food supply and ecology. Honeybees 
alone pollinate 80 percent of all flowering 
plants including more than 130 types of fruits 
and vegetables.   It is equally important to 
know what bees can’t do or dislike.   
 

Some plants repel honeybees like 
cucumber, basil, geranium, wormwood, 
marigolds, roses, dahlias, yews, 
bougainvillea, and pitcher plants.  (Bees are 
attracted to marigold varieties with open 
centers.) 

 
Plants with less appeal to honeybees 

have trumpet shaped flowers that make 
honeybees work harder to get nectar are 
narcissus, amaryllis, honeysuckle and 
buttercups. 

 
Honeybees ignore and don’t pollinate 

grains like wheat, rice, corn, sugarcane, and 
sugar beets. 

 
Honeybees dislike and avoid oils from 

lavender, citronella, olive, vegetable, neem, 
mint, eucalyptus, cloves, peppermint, lemon, 
and lime. 

 
Tomatoes are mostly self-pollinated by 

wind with a little help from Bumblebees and 
other pollinators; Honeybees have little 
interest in them.  

 
Lemon and lime trees are self-

pollenated, but orange trees require 
honeybees.   

 
Flies are a Mango’s top pollinator, 

specifically the blue blowfly carries 6.8 pollen 
grains to the honeybee’s 2.7, some farmers 
use roadkill to attract flies. 

Example of colors honeybees perceive as 
threatening black, brown and red (associated to bee 
predators).  Honeybees see red as black.  This 
explains why most bee-suites are white. When I 
move bees at night I use a red flashlight, which 
looks like black on black to a honeybee.  

 
Honeybee’s main weaknesses are varroa 

mites (associated with colony collapse disorder), 
foul brood disease, twisted wing virus, stylops 
(twisted wing insect), giant Asian Hornet, wasps, 
bears, wax moths, small hive beetles, racoons, 
skunks, badgers, some birds, mice (in cold areas), 
most insecticides, insecticide, modified GMO crops, 
plus lots more. 

 
 
As you are aware, honeybees are essential 

to our survival, and they must overcome hundreds 
of natural and man-made problems.  We owe 
honeybees our support and gratitude by making 
environmental decisions that promote their success.  

  

 
 
Bee a Bee-Keeper, not a Bee-Haver 
 

Don’t forget to check out our Web Page at 
https://apollobeachgardenclub.com 
 
 
 
 

https://apollobeachgardenclub.com/
https://apollobeachgardenclub.com/
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Joanne Armstrong, 
Secretary 
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

APOLLO BEACH GARDEN CLUB, INC.  
Membership Meeting Minutes: January 17,2023 
 
Call to order 6:30pm 
Meeting minutes of October 18, 2022 were 
handed out and also printed in the Newsletter. A 
motion was made by Tammy Kennedy with Ev 
Barnes second to approve the minutes with all in 
favor to approve. 
 
Treasury Report:  Ev Barnes states 2 parts tonight, 
first to present the 2023 budget for membership 
approval, and second, the P&L Dec/January 
Budget.  Moved to accept the 2022-2023 budget 
was made by Tammy Kennedy and second by Nan 
Major.  All approved.  
The profit and loss report, opening balance 
$3,152.72. New business today's balance is 
$3,225.22. Motion to accept report made by 
Tammy Kennedy and second Nan Major, 
approved. 
 
Community Forest Garden: Tammy Kennedy 
states Spring Plant sale will be March 18, 2023 
and the Fall Plant Sale is October 21,2023. 
Updated garden task sheet will be placed in the 
shed for all to use.  Grant application paperwork is 
being prepared by Paula and Tammy for 
irrigation/timers and spigot renovations.  
 
We have a tour set on April 20, 2023 at 5:30pm by 
the Coalition of Community Garden meeting in 
our Garden. The Apollo Beach Community Forest 

Garden tours will be starting on January 21,2023 
from 9-10:30am on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month led by Raleigh Barnes when 
possible.   Please all do plan to attend this Tour so 
each of us are more prepared to lead a tour when 
needed. 
 

Membership: Raleigh Barnes stated we have 29 
members who are paid and 2 lifetime members. 
Please complete the new membership forms and 
lease forms also for updating your information. 
 
Programs: Vicki Krause, Master Gardener, Native 
Flowering Plants that Attract Pollinators will be our 
next presenter on February 21,2023.   

• February 11-12 Fort Myers the Edison and 
Ford Winter Estate will have a Spring Sale.   

• On Saturday, February 25, Hollis Garden will 
have Plantae-palooza Garden Festival & 
Plant Sale annual plants and fruit trees   
9-3pm in Lakeland.  
 

Newsletter:  Please read the January newsletter. We 
will have an article change to have all dues and leases 
due in September.  We will be voting on the change at 
the February meeting. This will make it easier to write 
one check or cash.  
 
Adjournment 7pm: Motion by Tammy Kennedy with 
second, Raleigh Barnes.  
 
Submitted by:  

 Joanne Armstrong, Secretary 

 
Speaker: Deputy Jeffery E. Merry, Jr.  
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, Community 
Resources, Deputy-SCC  
Topic: Recognizing and Preventing Fraud 
Hillsborough Sheriff SCC substation for questions 
PLEASE CALL:  813-242-5515 
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   Christine Deno / Jeanette Doyle Program Co-Chairs 

Club Membership Meeting’s Programs                                                                    
(3rdTuesday of the month @ 7PM) 

Open Board Mtg: 10a Tuesday Morning in the Community Forest Garden                                                                                                      
664 Golf and Sea Blvd, Apollo Beach, FL 33572 

     Membership mtg: 6:30pm & Program 7:30pm @ the Community Room,                                                             
near bathrooms  @ 664Golf and Sea Blvd, Apollo Beach, FL 33572 

                                              Programs for 2023 

                       February 21 - Vicki Kruse, Master Garden - "Native Flowering Plants to Attract 
Pollinators" (Vista Garden, Hillsborough County’s First Organic Garden Park) 

 
             March 21 - Phil Sollecito, with a degree in Fishery Biology, he is a gardener from                

North Port "Vegetable and Fruit Home Gardening" 
 

                April 18 - Raleigh Barnes, ABGC Member  
                "Tool Sharpening and Starting Plants from Seed" 

 
          May 16 - Amelia Brown, Tampa Bay Water Demand Management Program Manager                                            

"Small Changes can Make Big Changes - Water Management" 
 

             June 20 - Melanie Higgins, Audubon - "Bluebirds in the Garden" 
 

               JULY AND AUGUST - NO MEETINGS 
 September TBD 

 October TBD 
                 November - Susie Cochran "Floral Design"   

                (Possible workshop on flower arranging - TBA) 
              December - Holiday Gathering, Date TBD 
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Raleigh Barnes, Chair    
raleigh.barnes@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Hello members!  I have taken the role of Membership Coordinator for which I created this membership 
form. If you are up to date on your dues and have not filled out a membership form please do so at our 
next meeting. If you are interested in becoming a new member, please see me at the at the membership 
table.     Thanks, Raleigh  

                       Third Insight Design and Nursery 813-313-9008 thirdinsightdesign.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:raleigh.barnes@gmail.com
tel:813-313-9008
http://thirdinsightdesign.com/
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Club Dues for 2022-2023 are due:  We welcome you 
all back and hope to  
add a few new members.  Plans are in the  
making for a fun filled year of gardening,  
learning, making new friends and enjoying a 
few field trips along the way.  Please let  
us know your suggestions for activities of  

         your interests.  
   

Club Dues $15 and FFGC $12.    
We recommend you join both organizations.                                            
The FFGC has quarterly magazine you will  
receive and our ABGC benefits by you joining.   
The total for both is $27.  Check made out to 
the Apollo Beach Garden Club & mailed to PO Box 3294, 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572.  Or, you may pay at our next 
membership meeting. 

 
The Community Forest Garden raised beds are available to 
any South Shore resident to lease for the year.  You are 
required to come spend 1-2 hours in the garden with our co-
coordinators to learn the expectation of being a lease, 
before your lease form is accepted. 

 
Payment: You may deliver in person or mailed to 
Apollo Beach Garden Club, PO Box 3294, Lease fee is 
$75.00.  But if you are a paid member of the Apollo 
Beach Garden Club for 2021-2022, the lease fee is  
only $37.50.   

 

 

          Questions - please contact Paula   813 512-1389 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jill Conson, ABGC Member  
& Angela Mortenson, HCP – 
gardening with Tiny Tots & parents 
at the ABGC Community Garden  
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                                              Community Calendar 
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https://gardenclub.org/schttps://gardenclub.org/school/environmental-school-courses  
Apr 11 - Apr 12, 2023 Tampa, FL (Hybrid)  

Register: Pam Slagg 813-767-2710  

  

 
 
 
 

https://gardenclub.org/school/environmental-school-courses
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Reminder:  Please start your starts for the Spring Plant sale. 
There are lots of vegetables that grow in the Florida winter. Here are 15: Arugula, Beets, Broccoli, Brussels 
Sprouts, Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Kale, Kohlrabi, Lettuce, Mustard, Radish, Spinach, Swiss Chard and 
Turnips can all grow in the Florida winter. 
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Members in Our Garden 

The love of gardening is a seed once sown that 
never dies." -Gertrude Jekyll 
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           Volunteer to help always needed!! 
 

      

           

 

                          

                                        

            

                        

Object and Mission of the Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc.: 

The Object of the corporation is to enrich outdoor garden experiences through education 

programs, public awareness, experts and a community garden. 

The Mission is for residents of Apollo Beach and the South Shore community to learn how to 
grow various endemic, epiphytic, edible and Florida-friendly plants. 

In addition to understanding the significance  
of local environmental issues and regenerative efforts. 

  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

Garden Visitor Hours -                                                              
Open to the Public                                                                           

Tuesday and Saturday from 9 to 12                                                                      
Tours from 10-11a                                                                          

Members Tours from – 3rd Sat of the month 9-10:30a                                                                  
Garden is closed on Holidays                                                                   

To schedule a tour outside regular hours email 
apollobeachgardenclub@gmail.com or call 813‐361‐3037 
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         2022-2023 Elected Board: 

    President:  Paula Olesen – apollobeachgardenclub@gmail.com 

                                                                                           or 813 512-1389 

          Secretary:   Joanne Armstrong  joanne71oceanblvd@hotmail.com     

          Treasurer:   Ev Barnes  ejanr@aol.com                

          Co-Coordinator, Community Forest Garden: 

                            Tammy Kennedy tammy.kennedy2@gmail.com  

          Membership - Raleigh Barnes raleigh.barnes@gmail.com 

           

        Directors:     

             Website & : Sam Goodwin Bees4Sam@gmail.com                                               
            Facebook Administrator & Programs: Christine Deno cdeno58@gmail.com  

            Newsletter Editor & Programs:  Jeanette Doyle apollobeach5@gmail.com  

 

 
  

mailto:apollobeachgardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:joanne71oceanblvd@hotmail.com
mailto:ejanr@aol.com
mailto:tammy.kennedy2@gmail.com
mailto:raleigh.barnes@gmail.com
mailto:Bees4Sam@gmail.com
mailto:cdeno58@gmail.com
mailto:apollobeach5@gmail.com

