
Raised Bed Lease Agreement  
This document will act as a contract between you and the Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc. (Club) 
when engaging in the rental of a raised bed for annual cultivation at the Apollo Beach Community 
Forest Garden (Garden), 664 Golf and Sea Blvd., Apollo Beach, FL 33572. Read the rules and 
regulations carefully and if you have any questions, address them to the Community Forest Garden 
Coordinator(s) or a Club Board member before signing. Not adhering to these Rules and Regulation 
may result in the termination of your lease and/or expulsion from the Garden. 

 

 In general, remember the Garden is public property. Everyone is expected to be courteous of others 
and their spaces. Every member is required to maintain the garden area to a high standard of 
aesthetics and care. We only practice organic principles, methods and techniques for all fertilization 
and pest control. Therefore, keep in mind that all your contributions and activities in the garden 
must comply with organic gardening guidelines. For more information on organic gardening, please 
see the article ‘Why is “Organic” Fundamental to our Community Garden’ on the Club’s website, 
apollobeachgardenclub.com.  

 

As of February 2020, the raised beds have been filled with 50/50 compost blend soil from Florida 
Organic Solutions. Mycorrhizae fungi inoculante and azomite have been added to the beds. The 
wood with which the beds have been built is 100% untreated cedar. The Club chose this option to 
avoid the chemicals of pressure treated wood and for a longer lifetime of the plots.  

 

Through the Garden, you have an opportunity to learn, share your knowledge with others and grow 
as a positive influence on your children, families and neighbors within the gardening and local 
community.  

 

Before the lease agreement is finalized, you will be required to participate in an orientation session 
in the garden.  

 

Please address questions to the Coordinator(s) at apollobeachgardenclub@gmail.com. 

 

  



Rules and Regulations for the use of organic raised beds and 
grounds at the Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden  
                                       644 Golf and Sea Blvd., Apollo Beach, FL 33572 

 1.  General information  

1.1. Hours of Operation are sunrise to sunset daily. The gate is to be locked if no Garden member is 
on site.  

1.2. Restrooms are available at the Apollo Beach Recreation Center and unlocked when the staff is 
on duty.  

1.3. The Garden houses a beehive and bee activity is encouraged. Please be cautious if you have a 
bee allergy and mindful of all other insects that inhabit the garden.  

2.  Common Courtesy 

2.1. Allow adequate space within your plot for trailing vines and spreading crops.  

2.2. Walk on the designated paths. 

2.3. Do not harvest other gardener’s crops unless asked or given permission.  

2.4. Be respectful of your fellow gardeners and visitors.  

2.5. Sharing of knowledge and asking questions is encouraged.  

2.6. Please pick up any litter and dispose of it in the trash can. Invasive weeds should also go in the 
trash can, but other organic waste should be added to the compost bins or the banana circle.  

2.7. Avoid any kind of soliciting inside and around the garden.  

2.8. Remember we are a community group, therefore act with the group’s well-being in mind.  

2.9. Smoking and vaping of any kind is not permitted on the property.  

2.10. Extra produce from your own raised bed may be donated to others in the Garden or to a 
charity organization that feeds the hungry if you cannot make use of it yourself. Produce cannot be 
sold on the Park’s property due to County policy.  

2.11. Produce from Garden fruit trees/plants (not grown in personal rented raised beds) can never 
be sold under any circumstances. This produce is to be shared among the members or donated.  

3.  Leasee Responsibilities  

3.1. Everyone is responsible for removing weeds from their own plot, surrounding paths and common 
areas. It will take us all working together to have a showcase and to be a model for other gardeners.  

3.2. If a situation arises that you cannot maintain your garden plot for a week or more, you MUST notify 
the Coordinator(s) of your absence and who will care for your plot in your absence.  



3.3. If your plot appears untended and/or not harvested, you will be contacted. If not cleaned up within 
two weeks, it will be reassigned, and you will forfeit the plot and fee/ deposit.  

3.4. During the hot summer months, you must at least plant a cover crop. The bed cannot be left 
unused/unplanted, or you will forfeit the plot and fee/deposit.  

3.5. If you would like to use season extending material in winter or shade material in summer, contact 
the Board for permission.  

3.6. Any plot rental implies not only tending to your own raised bed, but also providing 10 hours of 
community service per quarter to the Garden. This means around 3.5 hours per month. Some 
examples of tasks to perform are:  

10.1.1. Weeding inside common areas and outside around the fence.  

10.1.2. Picking up trash.  

10.1.3. Cleaning and maintaining inside and outside the storage shed.  

10.1.4. Laying and spreading mulch on pathways, common planting areas and the forest garden.  

10.1.5. All Garden members are expected to assist with the semi-annual plant sales 
(preparing/growing plants, set up, sale, breakdown, plant inventories, etc.)  

10.1.6. If you see something that needs to be done, do it! Be creative!  

 

4. Water used in the Garden  

4.1. Each tenant of a raised bed will be encouraged to attend the Hillsborough County Extension (in 
conjunction with the University of Florida IFAS division) workshops in Seffner, FL on composting and 
irrigation. An irrigation setup is provided free upon completion of the County workshop. The website for 
class offerings is https:// sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/hillsborough/upcoming-events/ 

4.2. Each tenant of a raised bed can choose how to irrigate their space as long as this does not cause 
problems to neighbors. Each plot has individual water access; therefore, a hose, drip irrigation or a 
watering can can be used. 

4.3. The Club has provided an irrigation system with a timer, as well as hoses and overhead sprinklers to 
water the common areas of the Garden. These timers are handled by the Coordinator(s) and should not 
be altered by Garden members.  

4.4. The long hoses provided by the Club that are not attached to timers should be reeled back and 
emptied after they have been used and left ready for the next gardener.  

4.5. Water is a precious and limited resource and is to be used sparingly.  

4.6. Watering Is never to be left unattended unless it is part of an irrigation system with a functioning 
timer.  



4.7. If you see a plot where there appears to be a problem with an irrigation system or timer, please 
contact the plot tenant or garden Coordinator(s).  

5. Prohibited Plants  

5.1. As long as plants or seeds are legal and non-GMO, and they do not adversely affect the community, 
you may plant them.  

5.2. Be aware that some plants are aggressive or invasive. Examples are mint, raspberries, horseradish 
and Jerusalem artichokes. If in doubt, please ask the Coordinator.  

6. Structures  

6.1. Seasonal and temporary gardening structures such as tomato cages and trellises are allowed to 
support plants. Be mindful that they may not encroach on pathways, neighboring plots or community 
spaces. Plan so that structures do not shade another plot.  

6.2 If you have borrowed a trellis or tomato cage from the shed or storage area, please return it to its 
designated place.  

7. Pets  

7.1. No pets of any kind (except certified service animals) are allowed in the Garden area. 

8. Pest Control  

8.1. Organic practices will be used to control insects, diseases and weeds. There will be minor 
occurrences of pest problems which should be tolerated if they are not causing damage. If treatment is 
necessary, use products which have an OMRI (Organic Materials Review Institute) approved seal. 
Examples are insecticidal soap, neem oil and homemade solutions. For a list of approved products, see: 
https://www.omri.org/ omri-lists . Follow the instructions on the label and remember, ‘more is NOT 
better’. Please ask for assistance when in doubt.  

8.2. Regularly inspect all garden plants for pests. Hand pick and dispose of properly. Often, insects can 
be washed off with water. Know the ‘good’ bugs. If something stronger is necessary, use only OMRI 
approved insecticides.  

8.3. Florida friendly disease resistant plants are recommended. If plants become too damaged or 
diseased, remove them from the garden and throw them in the trash can. Do NOT put them in the 
compost bin.  

8.4. Avoid overhead watering to reduce the incidence of mildew and fungus.  

8.5. Know the ‘good’ weeds. Hand pull. Densely plant your plot and apply mulch to reduce the 
opportunity for weeds.  

9.  Soil, plants, seeds and fertilizer  

9.1. Any soil or substrate added to you plot must bear the OMRI seal.  

9.2. Mulch will be provided by the Club on site. It is encouraged to cover your plot with mulch once it is 
planted to keep the soil moist and cool, save water and act as a slow-release fertilizer.  



9.3. Plants and seeds must be organic and non-GMO. 

9.4. Any fertilizer, compost or amendment must comply with organic standards or bear an OMRI seal.  

9.5. Every member is required to replenish your bed with soil, compost and/or mulch at least once a 
year. This is the best way to ensure healthy plants and avoid pest problems. You can do this with the 
change of each season when replanting your bed.  

10. Leasing Fees  

10.1. Pricing for non-members of the Club to rent a plot/raised bed in the Garden is 

Six-month rental - $50.00   One-year rental - $75.00 

10.2. Club members (annual dues $27.00) enjoy a 50% discount when renting a plot/raised bed.  

Six-month rental - $25.00  One-year rental - $37.50 

10.3. There are 6 ADA raised table beds available for rental. Pricing for the ADA beds is the same as for 
the regular beds.  

10.4. Sharing a plot/raised bed between two people is accepted. Payment has to be done in full to the 
Club as separate payments will not be accepted. The Club and Garden are not responsible for any 
inconvenience or foul play done by either of the sharing parties.  

10.5. There will be a maximum of two raised bed rentals allowed per household. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lease Agreement with the ABGC 
 
 

Name (Leasee): __________________________________________________      
         
Address: ________________________________________________________   
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________  
 
Age: _____ 
 
Club member (y/n): _______ 
 
Plot number: ____________ 
 
Lease from: ________________________ Lease to:_______________________  
 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________ 
 
Date: _____________ 
 
By signing this document you agree to comply with the Rules and Regulations 
aforestated.  
 
Check is payable to:  Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc.  
Please mail it to: Apollo Beach Garden Club, PO Box 3294, Apollo Beach, FL 

33572. 
 


