Raised bed lease agreement

This Document will act as a contract between you and the Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc. when
engaging in the rental of a raised bed for annual cultivation at the Apollo Beach Community
Forest Garden 664 Golf & Sea Blvd, Apollo Beach, FL 33572. Read the rules and regulations
carefully, if you have any questions address any Board member before signing it. Not adhering to
these Rules and Regulations may ultimately result in the termination of your lease and/or
expulsion from the Garden.
In general remember, the Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden is public property, be courteous of
others and their spaces. Maintain the garden area to a high standard of aesthetics and care. Also, the
Community Forest Garden is oriented towards gardeners who practice organic principles, methods and
techniques. Therefore, keep in mind that all your contributions and activities in the garden must comply
with organic gardening guidelines.
As of February 2020 the raised beds (4ft x 8ft) have been filled with 50/50 Compost Blend Soil from
Florida Organic Solutions. Mycorrhizae fungi inoculant and azomite have been added to the beds. The
wood with which the beds have been built is 100% untreated cedar, the Club has chosen this option to
avoid chemicals of pressure treated wood and for a longer lifetime of the plots.
Through the Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden you have the opportunity to learn, share your
knowledge with others and grow as a positive influence on your children, families, and neighbors within
the gardening and local community.
Please address questions to the Apollo Beach Community Garden Coordinator, at
apollobeachgardenclub@gmail.com. If you feel the need to participate in an orientation activity refer to
this contact as well as this can be organized in-person or virtually.

Why is “organic” fundamental to our Community Garden?
For those who are not familiar with the term organic, the Apollo Beach Garden Club will dedicate the
next few paragraphs to introduce the term as well as answer the question of why it is important to
engage in organic agriculture, farming and gardening. The Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden is an
Organic Community Garden and requires that all members and participants use organic gardening
methods.
We encourage anyone to use the means available through the Club, local libraries and the web to
intensify the research on all organic agriculture methods, techniques, topics and discussions. What
follows is only a dip into a vast topic which is now more than ever of utmost importance for the common
knowledge of any person that populates this earth. To aid in this introduction to organic gardening we
have selected two quotes from a book about fungi, written by Paul Stamets.
“There are more species of fungi, bacteria, and protozoa in a single scoop of soil than there are
species of plants and vertebrate animals in all of North America. And of these, fungi are the
grand recyclers of our planet, the mycomagicians disassembling large organic molecules into
simpler forms, which in turn nourish other members of the ecological community. Fungi are the
interface organisms between life and death.
Look under any log lying on the ground and you will see fuzzy, cobweblike growths called
mycelium, a fine web of cells which, in one phase of its life cycle, fruits mushrooms. This fine web
of cells courses through virtually all habitats-like mycelial tsunamis-unlocking nutrients through
the food chain. As land masses and mountain ranges form, successive generations of plants and
animals are born, live, and die. Fungi are keystone species that create ever-thickening layers of
soil, which allow future plant and animal generations to flourish. Without fungi, all ecosystems
would fail.”

Paul Stamets [1]
Through this quote we understand that soil is alive and thus if it were harmed, the ecosystem will fail,
rendering a dead landscape incapable of producing food in the long run. This is one of the most
important statements of Organic Gardening, SOIL IS ALIVE and to produce food we have to make sure
to keep it alive with plenty of bacteria, yeasts, fungi, micro-decomposers, macro-decomposers, organic
matter and so on, if we fail to enable diversity of species in the soil and on the soil, whatever we attempt
to grow will struggle and ultimately fail.
This statement by Paul Stamets, a renowned mycologist and mushroom enthusiast, also touches on the
subject of the biosphere and how humans are only a minuscule part of the whole. This should remind
gardeners that they are not gardening only to feed their hungry stomachs and minds. Gardening,
growing plants and food is an activity that does not belong to the gardener, nor is it for their sole
benefit. When you garden organically you are a part of a healthy ecosystem, where there is no room for
selfishness.

Looking further into Stamets’ book we find a more concrete explanation of why organic gardening is the
only way towards an imaginable future for all species.
“In the 1960s, the concept of “better living through chemistry” became the ideal as plastics, alloys,
pesticides, fungicides, and petrochemicals were born in the laboratory. When these synthetics
were released into nature, they often had a dramatic and initially desirable eﬀect on their targets.
However, events in the past few decades have shown that many of these inventions were in fact
bitter fruits of science, levying a heavy toll on the biosphere. We have now learned that we must
tread softly on the web of life, or else it will unravel beneath us.
Toxic fungicides like methyl bromide, once touted, not only harm targeted species but also nontargeted organisms and their food chains and threaten the ozone layer. Toxic insecticides often
confer a temporary solution until tolerance is achieved. When the natural benefits of fungi have
been repressed, the perceived need for artificial fertilizers increases, creating a cycle of chemical
dependence, ultimately eroding sustainability.”

Paul Stamets [2]
This quote starts explaining the consequences of a paradigm shift which today is coined with the term of
“Green revolution”. The Green Revolution entailed using intensive, massive, mono-crop, industrial and
chemical farming. This was all possible through the new technologies derived from the machinery and
chemistry created during the 2nd World War and the Cold War. The goal then, was to produce massive
amounts of food under the statement that the world was dying of hunger, although today it is known
that The Green Revolution benefited mostly the industry and actually harmed small local farmers and
families engaged in agriculture, local economies and most importantly people’s real health and nutrition.
In summary, the life of soil and abstention from using petrochemicals to grow food (for everyone) are
what lie behind the term Organic Gardening. Many wonderful communities and people have much more
to say about Organic Gardening, since it is not only about methods and techniques, it is a way of life and
a philosophy. We hope that the Apollo Beach Garden Club can be one of those communities that is a
bridge towards a diﬀerent lifestyle.

1. “Part 1 The Mycelial Mind, Mycelium as Nature’s Internet.” Mycelium Running: How Mushrooms Can Help Save the World, by Paul Stamets, Ten Speed
Press, 2005, pp. 1
2. “Part 1 The Mycelial Mind, Mycelium as Nature’s Internet.” Mycelium Running: How Mushrooms Can Help Save the World, by Paul Stamets, Ten Speed
Press, 2005, pp. 11

Rules and Regulations for the use of organic raised beds and
grounds at the Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden
664 Golf & Sea Blvd, Apollo Beach, 33572, Fl

1. General information
1.1. Hours of operation are sunrise to sunset daily.
1.2. Restrooms are locked when Parks & Recreation staﬀ are not on duty.

2. Common courtesy
2.1. Allow adequate space within your plot for trailing vines and spreading crops.
2.2. Walk on the designated paths.
2.3. Do not harvest other gardeners crops unless asked to or given permission.
2.4. Be respectful of your fellow gardeners, gardener neighbors and visitors.
2.5. Sharing of knowledge, and asking questions is encouraged.
2.6. Please pick up any litter and dispose of it in the trash can, add organic plant
material to the compost pile.
2.7. Avoid any kind of soliciting inside and around the garden.
2.8. Remember we are a community group, therefore act with the group’s wellbeing in
mind.
2.9. Smoking of any kind is not permitted on public property.
2.10. Extra produce from your own raised bed may be donated to others in the
Community Garden or to charity organizations that feed the hungry if you cannot
make use of it yourself. Produce cannot be sold on the Park’s property due to County
policy.
2.11. Produce from community fruit trees/plants (not grown in personal raised beds) will
never be sold under any circumstance, their purpose is to be shared and donated.

3. Maintenance
3.1. There will be two planting opportunities-September for cool weather crops and
April/May for warm loving crops. If you have leased a plot, but not planted by
September 30th or May 15th, you will be contacted so that someone else may use the
space. Your fee will not be refunded.
3.2. Everyone is responsible for removing the weeds from their own plot, surrounding
paths, and common areas. It will take us all working together to have a showcase and
to be a model for other gardeners.
3.3. If a situation arises that you cannot maintain your garden plot for a week or more,
you MUST notify the Community Garden Coordinator of your absence and who will
care for your plot in your absence.
3.4. If your plot appears untended and/or not harvested you will be contacted. If not
cleaned up within two weeks, it will be reassigned, and you will forfeit the gardening
plot and fee/deposit. The goal is to keep weed seeds at a minimum and plots neat.
3.5. During the hot summer months if you do not plant anything in your plot, as soon as
your last harvest is done, YOU will be in charge of covering your plot with on-site
garden mulch to prepare for fall planting and to prevent weeds.
3.6. If you would like to use season extension material in winter or shade material in
summer contact the Board for permission.

4. Water used in the Community Garden
4.1. Each plot owner will be encouraged to attend the Hillsborough County Extension
workshops in Seﬀner, FL on composting and irrigation, an irrigation setup is provided
free upon completion of the workshop by the county.
4.2. Each tenant of a raised bed can choose how to irrigate their space, as long as this
does not cause problems to neighbors. Each plot has individual water access,
therefore a hose, drip irrigation or a watering can can be used for this purpose.
4.3. A future rain barrel/water cistern system will be available for use as well.
4.4. The Apollo Beach Garden Club will provide a long hose to water the forest-garden
area an any other common areas, this hose can also be used to fill a watering can but

not to water individual plots. This hose will be attached to one of the two available
spigots located near the Community Garden entrance.
4.5. Water is a precious and limited resource and is to be used sparingly. Watering is
never to be left unattended.

5. Prohibited Plants
5.1. As long as the plants are legal and they do not aﬀect the community you can plant
them.
5.2. Be aware as some plants are aggressive, or invasive. Examples are mint,
raspberries, horseradish & Jerusalem artichokes. If in doubt, please ask. Growing
cannabis is prohibited on public property.

6. Structures
6.1. Seasonal and temporary gardening structures such as tomato cages, trellises are
allowed to support plants. Be mindful that they may not encroach on pathways,
neighboring plots or community spaces. Plan so that structures do not shade another
plot. All structures must be removed after each planting season.

7. Pets
7.1. No pets of any kind are allowed in the community garden area. Includes those on a
leash.
7.2. Service animals are allowed in the garden.

8. Pest control
8.1. Organic practices will be used to control insects, diseases and weeds in the
Community Garden. The following guidelines will assist you, please ask for assistance
when in doubt. There will be minor occurrences of pest problems which can be
tolerated if they are not causing damage. If treatment is necessary, use products
which contain an OMRI (Organic Materials Review Institute) approved seal. Examples
are insecticidal soap, neem oil, and home made solutions that Garden Club members
will teach you how to make. For a list of approved products see: www.omri.org/omrilists. Follow the instructions on the label, “more is NOT better.”

8.2. Insects
8.2.1. Regularly inspect all garden plants, and look for pests. Hand pick, kill, and
dispose of. Know the ‘good’ bugs. Wash insects oﬀ of plant with water. Use
OMRI approved insecticides.
8.3. Fungal
8.3.1. Plant Florida friendly disease resistant varieties. Remove weeds and
damaged or diseased plants from the garden area. Do NOT put in compost
bin. Avoid overhead watering to reduce the incidence of mildew and fungus.
8.4. Weeds
8.4.1. Know the ‘good’ weeds. Hand pull. Apply mulch. Densely plant your plot.

9. Soil, seeds, fertilizer
9.1. Any soil, or substrate added to your plot/raised bed must bear an OMRI seal.
9.2. Mulch will be provided by the Club on-site. It is encouraged to cover your plot with
mulch once it is planted to help keep soil moist, save water, keep soil from heating up,
and as a slow release fertilizer.
9.3. Seeds must be organic and non-gmo.
9.4. Any fertilizer, compost or amendment must comply with organic standards or bear
an OMRI seal.

10.Pricing
10.1. Any plot rental implies not only tending to your own raised bed, but also providing
10hrs of community service per season to the entire Apollo Beach Community Forest
Garden. The following points are examples of how you can provide your community
with this service. But please be creative!
10.1.1. Weeding.
10.1.2. Watering forest-garden area.
10.1.3. Picking up trash.
10.1.4. Weeding outside perimeter.

10.1.5. Mowing outside.
10.1.6. Cleaning shed storage area.
10.1.7. Making seedling trays.
10.1.8. Teaching small workshops on related topics.
10.2. Access to fruit, produce or vegetables grown in common areas of the Community
Garden, i.e. the forest-garden area, is reserved for members of the Community
Garden only, always with the approval from the Apollo Beach Garden Club Board.
10.3. Price for non-members of the Apollo Beach Garden Club to rent a raised bed in the
Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden is as follows.
10.3.1. 6 month rental - $50.00
10.3.2. 1 year rental - $75.00
10.4. Apollo Beach Garden Club members enjoy a 50% discount when renting a raised
bed in the Apollo Beach Community Forest Garden, the pricing for Club members is as
follows.
10.4.1. 6 month rental - $25.00
10.4.2. 1 year rental - $37.50
10.5. 6 (six) ADA raised table beds will be available for rental. Construction is still under
way (as of May 2020). ADA raised beds cost the same as regular beds.
10.6. Sharing a (one) raised bed between two people is accepted. Payment has to be
done in full to the Apollo Beach Garden Club, separate payments will not be accepted.
The Apollo Beach Garden Club is not responsible for any inconvenience or foul play
done by either of the sharing parties.
10.7. 2 (Two) raised beds will be reserved for Hillsborough Parks and Recreation Staﬀ of
the Apollo Beach Recreation Center to garden at no charge in return for all their
valuable help in getting this Community Garden going. Any additional raised beds
required by the Apollo Beach Recreation Center Staﬀ can be rented at a reduced
price (same price as for members of the Apollo Beach Garden Club).

Volleyball court

Parking Lot

Softball field

Name (Leasee):

Club member (y/n):

Plot number:

Address:

Lease from:

Lease to:

E-mail:

Phone:

Age:

Signature/date:

By signing this document you agree to comply with the Rules and Regulations aforestated.
Check is payable to Apollo Beach Garden Club, Inc. Please mail it to Apollo Beach Garden Club, PO Box 3294,
Apollo Beach, FL 33572.

